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LAW

LAYER, James (1899- ), English writer
and art critic, born in Liverpool, in 1921 was
awarded the Newdigate prize for verse at
Oxford, and later books of verse include tfis
Last Sebastian (1922) and Ladies' Mistakes
(1933). In 1922 he was appointed an
assistant keeper at the Victoria and Albert
Museum and in 1927 a keeper. He has
written several books of art criticism, e.g.
French Painting and the 19th century (1937)
and Fragonard (1956), and has made a
substantial contribution to the history of
English costume with such books as Taste
and Fashion (1937), Fashions and Fashion
Plates (1943), Children^ Costume in the 19th
Century (1951), &c.

LAVERAN, Charles Louis Alphonse, lav-ra
(1845-1922), French physician and parasito-
logist, born and educated at Paris, became
professor of Military Medicine and Epidemic
Diseases at the military college of Val de
Grace (1874-78) and again (1884-94). He
studied malaria in Algeria (1878-83),
discovering in 1880 the blood parasite which
caused the disease. He also did important
work on other diseases including sleeping-
sickness and kala-azar. From 1896 until his
death he was at the Pasteur institute at Paris.
In 1907 he was awarded the Nobel prize for
physiology and medicine.
LA VERY, Sir John (1856-1941), Irish painter,
born at Belfast, studied in Glasgow, London
and Paris. He was a portrait painter of the
Glasgow school and his work enjoyed great
popularity, especially his paintings of women.
Elected R.S.A. in 1896, R.A. in 1921, he was
knighted in 1918. He wrote a lively auto-
biography, The Life of a Painter (1940). See
W. Shaw-Sparrow, John Lavery and his Work
(1912).

LAVIGERIE, Charles Martial Allemand,
Cardinal, la-veezh-rce (1825-92), born at
Bayonne, in 1863 became Bishop of Nancy,
in 1867 Archbishop of Algiers. He became
well-known for his missionary work in Africa
and he founded the order of the White
Fathers. See Clarke's Cardinal Lavigerie and
the African Slave-trade (1890), and French
Lives by Preville (1894) and Lavigerie (1896).
LAVISSE, Ernest, la-vees (1842-1922), French
historian, bora at Nouvion-en-Thierache,
Aisne. He taught history to the son of
Napoleon III and was professor of History at
the Sorbonne, where he changed completely
the teaching methods. In 1892 he was
elected to the Academy, edited the Revue de
Paris (1894) and became director of the
Ecole normale superieure (1902-20). He
wrote works on Prussian history after visiting
Germany, but is perhaps best known for the
immense history which he published in
collaboration with Rambaud, Histoire g^ndrale
du IVe siecle a nos jours (1893-1900). Then
came Histoire de France depuis les origines
jusqua la Revolution (9 vols. 1903-11) and
Histoire contemporaine (10 vols. completed

LAVOISIER, Antoine Laurent, la-vwaz-yay
(1743-94), French chemist, born at Paris.
To obtain means for his investigations, he
accepted in 1768 the office of farmer-general
of taxes and in that year was also made an
Academician. As director of the government
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powder-mills, he (1775) greatly improved
gunpowder, its supply and manufacture,
and successfully applied chemistry to
agriculture. Regarded as the founder of
modern chemistry, he discovered oxygen, by
rightly interpreting Priestley's facts, its
importance in respiration, combustion and
as^ a compound with metals. His Traite"
elementaire de chimie (1789) was a master-
piece. Politically Liberal, he saw the great
necessity for reform in France but was
against revolutionary methods. But despite
a lifetime of work for the state, inquiring into
the problems of taxation, which he helped to
reform, hospitals and prisons, he was
guillotined as a farmer of taxes. See Lives by
Grimaux (1888), Berthelot (1890), Cochrane
(1931) and McKie (1952).
LA_ VOISIN, vwa-zi (7-1680), French
poisoner, whose real name was Catherine
Monvoison. She amassed riches by con-
cocting potions and selling them to the ladies
at the court of Louis XIV. When the poison
plots were discovered in 1679 involving such
well-known figures as the Duchess Mancini
and Mme de Montespan, La Voisin was
found to be responsible after an examination
by a secret tribunal. She was burned in
1680.
LAW, (1) Andrew Bonar (1858-1923), British
statesman, born in New Brunswick, was an
iron-merchant in Glasgow. Unionist M.P.
from 1900, in 1911 he succeeded Balfour as
Unionist leader in the House of Commons,
was colonial secretary in 1915-16, then a
member of the War Cabinet, chancellor of
the exchequer (1916-18), lord privy seal
(1919), and from 1916 leader of the House
of Commons. He retired in March 1921,
but despite ill-health was premier October
1922 to May 1923.
(2)  Edward.   See ELLENBOROUGH.
(3)  John  (1671-1729),  Scottish financier,
born at Edinburgh, son of a goldsmith and
banker, who was proprietor of the estate of
Lauriston.    In   1694  he  had to  flee from
London for having killed ' Beau * Wilson in
a duel.   At Amsterdam he made a study of
the credit operations of the bank.    In 1700
he returned to Edinburgh, a zealous advocate
of a paper currency;   but his proposals to
the Scottish parliament on this subject were
unfavourably received.    Back on the Con-
tinent, he won and lost vast sums in gambling
and speculation, but at last settling in Paris,
he and his brother William (1675-1752) set
up in 1716 a private bank.   This prospered
so that the Regent Orleans adopted in 1718
Law's plan of a national bank.   In 1719 Law
originated a joint-stock company for reclaim-
ing and settling lands in the Mississippi valley,
called the Mississippi scheme, and next year
he was made comptroller-general of finances.
When the bubble burst he became an object
of popular hatred, quitted France, and spent
four years in England.   He finally settled in
Venice, where he died poor and forgotten.
See Lives by Levasseur (1854), Alexi (Berlin
1885), Wiston-Glynn (1908), Oudard (1927),
H. M. Hyde (1948).
(4)   William (1686-1761), English  divine,
born at Kingscliffe, Northamptonshire, son
of  a   grocer,   entered   Emmanuel   College,